SMALL * PART-TIME * LIFESTYLE

® WILD HAVEN
® BRUSHCUTTERS
® SHEEP GUARDS

JULY 2009

A SWISS COUPLE HOPES
TO MAKE IT RICH IN OLIVES
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For a Mallee couple,
getting the most
out of their olives is
all about diversity,
writes Gail Thomas
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t is a long way from the verdant
valleys and towering snow-capped
mountains of the Swiss Alps to
the flat, dry plains of Boort, in the
Mallee, but Peter and Marlies Eicher
wouldn't want to be anywhere else.

The Swiss couple found themselves on
the other side of the world growing olives
as a result — rather oddly — of an interest
in hang-gliding,

Peter and Marlies both grew up on
small farms in Switzerland — Marlies on
an apple orchard and Peter on a small
dairy farm. After high school Peter studied
electrical engineering and Marlies studied
textile engineering.

Peter’s desire to see more of the world
and learn English led him to a job in
a  Melbourne electrical engineering
company in 1987.

“I took up this offer and came to
Australia for two years. Marlies followed
six months later after she completed her
degree. After two years we decided to stay
on and make this our new home,” Peter
says.

“We were always drawn to the country
because of our love of hang-gliding. We
travelled on many weekends to Birchip,
Boort, Deniliquin (NSW) and other rural
communities.”

For those who are wondering how you

can hang-glide in an area as flat as the
Mallee, the answer is car-towing. A car
tows the glider into the air, where thermal
columns spiral upwards, lifting the glider.

“Over time we made many good friends
in Boort and decided to buy some land to
bring up our children in a more down-to-
earth way in the countryside,” Peter says.

The couple chose to make Boort their
new home because it has a strong sense
of community and good primary and
secondary schools.

“The people here were enthusiastic and
despite the drought they are still thinking
positive,” Peter says.

But the couple had no idea how they



















